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Natural Environment 

The Parish is set in some of Cornwall’s most beautiful countryside.  Community consultation shows 
that the community highly values the natural open space of Halamanning, hedgerows and verges, 
Cornish hedges, conservation areas, fields, Prussia cove, land and open spaces, natural areas, rights 
of way, woodland, environment, fields and rural roads.  
The Household Survey confirmed the importance of the natural environment with the respondents 
giving the highest importance to: - Natural environment/trees/hedges; The protection of the AONB; 
Landscape in list of priorities for St Hilary Parish  (CRCC Survey Review of Question 12a)   
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The Local Landscape Character Assessment (LLCA separate document ) many of the 

characteristics features of the parish’s natural environment.  

The roads in the parish are 

mainly minor, rural roads.  

Typically bounded by Cornish 

hedges which meet the 

highway edge, support 

vegetation up to 2m with trees 

in hedges in more sheltered 

places.  

 

There are no footways, street 

lights and few road signs. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

An extensive network of public rights of way footpaths 

(PROW) across the parish which typically follow historic 

routes connecting the settlements with the mines, and 

historic farms and vary in character from very enclosed 

and intimate to the more open or on higher ground 

with less vegetation.  
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Fields that are irregular 

Medieval Enclosed Land 

typical of traditional Cornish 

agricultural landscapes with 

Cornish hedge boundaries 

that are very old and a 

valuable wildlife habitat. 

 

 

 

 

Irregular field boundaries that have 

changed little since mapped at end 

19th century but with decease in 

some field sizes due increase in 

areas of woodland made up of 

native deciduous trees.  

 

 

 

 

Low lying area in valleys with 

waterlogged ground in many 

places with ponds and lakes 

linked with drainage network and 

providing valuable habitats for 

wildlife. 
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Steeply sided valley with deciduous 

woodland, small areas of arable 

farmland on the slacker slopes leading 

down to coastline and part of Area of 

Outstanding Natural Beauty.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Coastal headland of sloping 

land leading to steep enclosing 

small rocky coves wild, natural 

wind swept vegetation an 

important area for wildlife and 

part of AONB. 
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There are a number of documented ancient trees within the broadleaved woodlands  in the parish 

around the Church of ST Hilary and over to the east at Tregembo and a cluster on the eastern parish 

boundary with Breage.  
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There are a number of trees in the parish with Tree Preservations Orders at Plain an Gwarry, St 

Hilary New Road and to the south of Relubbus. There a number of  tree preservation areas covering 

parts of the broad leaved woodlands to the south of Relubbus. 
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The parish has significant number of hedgerows as identified by ERCCIS mapping project data.  
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The parish has  two Sites of Scientific Interest (SSSI)  one on the coast at Cudden Point/Prussia Cove 

and other inland at the Penberthy Croft Mine site, and also borders the SSSI at Marazion Marshes. 

Parts of four areas designated as County Wildlife Sites. These are along watercourses that flow 

northward and southward, Cudden Point / Prussia Cove and at Tregembo.  
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Cornwall, like all of Britain, is an historic landscape affected by the actions of people and all is also 

perceived, experienced and considered by people. There is nowhere that is purely natural. The 

beauty of Cornwall is to a great extent a product of human action and perception. The historic 

landscape is complex, filled with structures, patterns, and communities (human and semi-natural), 

all overlain by varied personal and communal perceptions, interpretations and meanings 

The principles behind historic landscape characterisation (HLC) are simple and concern mapping the 

historic dimension of today’s rural and urban landscapes, and being comprehensive, not selective 

(leaving no ‘grey areas’), and viewing areas rather than individual sites. HLC is concerned with the 

commonplace and the locally distinctive. 

Historic Landscape Characterisation (HLC) was developed between c1992-1994. It was pioneered in 

Cornwall in 1994 by Cornwall County Council with its production of the Cornwall Landscape 

Character Assessment 1994. 

Cornwall Council (2014) Cornwall Historic Landscape Characterisation (HLC) [data-set]. 

York: Archaeology Data Service [distributor] https://doi.org/10.5284/1027510 

The Historic Landscape Assessment 1994 for St Hilary Parish together with the adjacent areas of the 

neighbouring parishes, is shown below. 

The historic landscape of the parish of St Hilary in 1994 was characterised as being mainly Anciently 

Enclosed Land ( 70% of the area of the parish). Four areas are characterised as Recently Enclosed 

Land ( an area in the middle of the northern part of the parish to the west of Long Lane, and two 

areas along the boundary with the neighbouring parish of Perranuthnoe with a small area extending 

at Prussia Cove) together accounting for a further 23% of the parish.  Two areas are characterised as 

Steep sided valleys ( the valley side along the River Hayle with the water course that flows north-

west into ST Ives Bay and the valleys in the west with the water courses which flow south west into 

Mounts Bay) which together represent 5.3% of the parish. There is an area characterised as Coastal 

Rough Ground around Cudden Point and Prussia Cove that amounts to 1.5% of the parish area. 

The historic landscape characterised as Urban in 1994 is quite small accounting for 1.2% of the area 

of the parish and is an extension of the larger urban area of around Goldsithney in the neighbouring 

parish of Perranuthnoe.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://doi.org/10.5284/1027510
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